Girls Ruled Cross Country
1977 marked the first year of
girls' cross country as a county-
recognized sport. In past years,
cross country was considered a
stepchild of the girls' varsity track
program.
Coach Pat Borowicz com-
mented, "They're a group of hard
working, dedicated girls, mem-
bers of a close-knit, second fam-
ily. Watching the team practice,
run in meets, and seeing their fel-
lowship with each other showed
why they were successful."
Eight of the 13 members ran in
district, regional and state meets.
After winning the district and
regionals, they battled a machine-
like Hollywood-McArthur for the
state title in Deland. Physically
and emotionally exhausted, the
girls placed second behind
McArthur. Michele Dunaway and
Michelle Gross ran fifth and sixth
respectively and were later named
All-American by national sports
writers.
Michele Dunaway, Michelle
Gross, Janie Hancock, Lisa Beck,
and Tammy Franklin were
selected for the All Suncoast Girls'
Crosscountry team.
(ABOVE) April Stickler holds off an opponent.
(LEFT, BOTTOM ROW) Amy Gross. (SECOND ROW)
Dawn DeVane, Michelle Gross, Janie Hancock, Bar-
bara Batten, Lisa Paulus, Ann Mikuliza, Coach
Borowicz. (THIRD ROW) Carol Hoopes, Lisa Beck,
April Stickler, Sonia Lopez, Tammy Franklin,
Michele Gross, Wendy Bliss.
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